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Innovative building
technologies and
greenbuilding materials
mix with Victorian
design in this rural
New Hampshire home

1e driveway curls through the

New Hampshire woods. As

you near its end, the home’s
Folk Victorian derails come into focus
— delicate trim along the top of two
gabled dormers, carefully detailed
pediments above windows and more
accenting trim atop the porch rails.

But peel off the outer layers of
this historic reproduction and you'll

find a different arrention to derail.
I h 1 The recently completed 2.300-
e S en u I y square foor, four-bedroom home is

5 . ?nﬁm’d .wixh high-pcrt_brmancu green
innovations, ranging from the geo-
1( O I 1 a I I O | I I‘ thermal heating and cooling system
. i this bassraent o the Lavel b
BY TIM 0'SULLIVAN in th'c t Asement the iLevel brand
flooring by Weyerhaeuser and the
Huber Engineered Woods ZIP wall

and roof sheathing system, which
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< Beneath the home's Folk Victorian
exterior, the builder used
cutting-edge technologies and

the latest greenbuilding materials.

» While open for tours, the home
was decorated with eco-friendly
furnishings from local green
retailers, Bamboo flooring was
installed throughout the home.

seals the house’s envelope. Put it
all together and you have the 21st
Century Victorian home.

Something Different

Steve Reddy, owner of Hopkinton,
N.H.-based Zetland Homes, buile
the 21st Century Victorian home for
the 2007 New Hampshire Parade of
Homes, sponsored by the Home-
builders & Remodelers Association
of New Hampshire. “We wanted to
do something a lirdle bit different
that separated us from the other 32
homes on the tour, and I've had an
ongoing interest in energy efficiency
— what we call high-performance
homes,” Reddy explains. “So we
signed up with the U.S. Green Build-
ing Council as a builder and agreed
to do this home through the LEED
certification process.”

The building project turned out
to be more than just “a little bit dif-
ferent.” Despite an accelerated build-
ing schedule — four and a half
months from design to completion
— the home qualified for the LEED
Silver rating and became just the sec-
ond in New Hampshire to receive
any type of LEED rating. (LEED,
which stands for Leadership in Ener-
gy and Environmental Design, is a
national rating system that ranks the
design, construction and perform-
ance of green buildings, including
homes. Certified buildings are
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ranked according to the number of
points awarded, with Platinum being
the highest rating achievable, fol-
lowed by Gold and Silver.)

The home’s Frigidaire refrigerator
and dishwasher, as well as the light-
ing throughout the home, are Energy
Star rated. The toilets and faucets are
low flow, the Sherwin-Williams Pro-
Green paint is low-VOC (volatile
organic compounds), and the univer-
sal-design carpets from local Con-
cord, N.H., retailer W Carpenter &
Wither are made with recycled mare-
rials, as is some of the trim and coun-
tertops. In addition, approximately
50 percent of the materials used to
build the home are locally sourced, as
defined by the LEED program (origi-
nating within a 500-mile radius).

The Folk Victorian Look

Since Reddy used cutting-edge tech-
nology and the latest greenbuilding
philosophies throughout the home,
the question that begs asking is: Why
wrap it all in an exterior design that’s
reminiscent of the late 1800s?

“I just like the look of thac archi-
tecture,” Reddy says. “It’s kind of
what I grew up with in this area. |
think it works for the environment
we're in.” That specific environment
is Loudon, a town that neighbors
Concord, the state capital, in central
New Hampshire just south of the
White Mountains and in the heart of

the Merrimack River Valley.

It firting that Reddy used the
Folk Victorian style for this demon-
stration home (he¢s also offering a
similar floor plan with Colonial,
French Chareau, and Arts and Crafts
exteriors). Folk Victorian was created
by the lower middle class “folk” who
couldn’t afford a professional archi-
tect but wanted the latest in home
design. So they cither planned their
homes themselves or relied on local
carpenters. The result was a mix of
the classic Victorian styles — Gothic
Revival, Iralianate, Second Empire,
Stick Style, Romanesque Revival and
Shingle Style. With his latest home-
building project, Reddy is hoping to
bring greenbuilding to the middle
class majority as well.

“It’s meant to showcase a lot of
high-end features, even though it's
not a hugely expensive home,”
Reddy says of the residence, which
initially was listed at $399,000. “"Our
take on greenbuilding was we want-
ed to take a conventionally built
home and demonstrate how that
could be made green.”

More than 1,000 visitors toured
the home in October and November
2007, when it was decorated with
work from local artists, and furnished
and supplied with green goods from
retail stores like Real Green Goods
and Your Home Your World, both
located in Concord. Reddy even
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